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NEWSLETTER 
 

Tabernacle Congregational Church, Haverfordwest; 

Bethel Congregational Church, Freystrop; 

Mount Zion United Reformed Church, Hook 

 
 

Minister:  Rev  Steve  Woods 

   Tel:  01437 891482 
 

Email: sjskibniewski@outlook.com 
 

JUNE 

2022 

 

Sunday Worship 

 

Bethel 9.30am, Tabernacle 11am, Mount 

Zion 2.30pm 

See page 2 for the current service schedule. 

 
 

 

Sunrise over Galilee (Paul Lucas)               

 
 
Websites:    www.hookvillage.co.uk (Mount Zion) 
               haverfordwestsouthchurches.co.uk 

 

 

By the Sea of Tiberias Simon Peter said to the disciples, "I'm going fishing."  

And they replied, "We'll go with you."  (John 21: 2-3) 
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SUNDAY WORSHIP 
 

 
Date Time Church Minister 

 

June 5th 
Pentecost 

1100 hours 
(Communion) 

 
1430 hours 

Tabernacle 
 

 
Mount Zion 

Rev Steve Woods 
 
 

Rev Steve Woods 

June 12th 0930 hours 
(Communion) 

 
1100 hours 

 
1430 hours 

(Communion) 

Bethel 
 
 

Tabernacle 
 

Mount Zion 

Rev Steve Woods 
 
 

Rev Steve Woods 
 

Rev Steve Woods 

June 19th 1100 hours 
 

1430 hours 

Tabernacle 
 

Mount Zion 

Rev Steve Woods 
 

Rev Steve Woods 

June 26th 0930 hours 
 

1100 hours (Church 
anniversary) 

 
1430 hours 

Bethel 
 

Tabernacle 
 
 

Mount Zion 

Rev Steve Woods 
 

Rev Christopher 
Gillham 

 
Rev Christopher 

Gillham 

 
Weekly Telephone Conference Worship 1600 hours  

To access, please dial:  0333 011 0616 

When you are asked for the code, dial:  463 0680# 

Note: code ends with a "#" (not a "£" sign as asked for) 

When you are asked, give your name, followed by "#" again. 

 
 

Contributions for the next newsletter (which covers July and August) will be most welcome.  

Please send prayers, readings, meditations, reflections, favourite hymns, photos, jokes, etc. 

to Susan Brown. 

NB.  COPY DATE is SUNDAY  12 JUNE. 

A minister wanted the title of his next sermon to be posted ahead of time on the church website. He 

passed on the message and said that the title was to be: "Are Ministers Crazy?"  Not hearing this as a 

question, it was dutifully posted as: "Our Minister's Crazy!" 
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MINISTER'S LETTER 
 

Hello, everyone!            

 
Most of you now know that I will retire from the pastorate on the last Sunday in August.  I’ve 

been with you for some time and have enjoyed being your minister.  Diana and I have no plans 

to move from our home in Hook, so I will be around but not in any official capacity. 

 
 

I had the privilege of visiting Israel in March.  With 22 other Pilgrims, we landed at Tel Aviv 

and drove to Jerusalem where we stayed in an excellent hotel opposite the Damascus Gate 

to the old city. The next day was stormy with rain, wind, and snow!  I had looked forward to 

much warmer weather but 

instead it was typically 

British.  However, it didn’t 

last, and it got better. We 

had two excellent 

Palestinian guys for our 

guide and driver. They were 

Palestinian Christians and 

they looked after us, took care of us and treated us with the greatest of respect. 

 
 

We were in Jerusalem for 4 fascinating and exhausting days.  We saw the Garden of 

Gethsemane, the Kedron Valley, the Old City, the remaining wall of the Temple where the Jews 

pray and cry for its destruction by the Roman occupiers.  We visited Bethany where Martha, 

Mary and Lazarus lived.  It’s only a mile from Jerusalem and when Jesus stayed with them, he 

walked over the Mount of Olives to the Temple in Jerusalem.  He would need to take a 5-mile 

detour now due to a great wall that separates Bethany, which is Palestinian, from Jerusalem.   

In Bethany, which is a poor town, we visited the Jeel al Amal Boys Home for orphaned boys.  I 

was very impressed by the Home and the people who run it.  They give the boys opportunities 

they would not otherwise have.  Some have been able to have education abroad and have 

gained careers as doctors, scientists, and engineers.  I felt that was where the Spirit of the 

Christ would be.  
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The next day we went to Bethlehem, another poor Palestinian town where we had lunch at 

the Bethlehem Rehabilitation Centre.   Again, we were warmly welcomed.  In Jerusalem we 

walked the Via Dolorosa, believed to be the route Jesus took on His tortuous walk to Golgotha 

where He was crucified.  We also visited so many churches I got to the point that I couldn’t go 

into anymore. As a Protestant Non-Conformist, I believe a church is only such when there is a 

congregation worshipping there. 

 
 

We left Judea and headed north to the Region of Galilee.  On the way we passed all the pretty, 

modern, white-painted bungalows and apartment buildings of the Israeli people, quite 

different to the Palestinian towns we saw in the West Bank.  I loved Galilee.  It was there one 

could imagine seeing & meeting Jesus.  It was where Jesus began His ministry and where one 

could imagine Him being happy.  More about Galilee another time. 
 

Our trip was organized by Rev. Hugh-John Wilson, who made a wonderful organizer and 

leader.  We are all grateful to him for getting us there and bringing us back safely.  The group 

was one of the friendliest, happiest & most humorous I’ve ever been with.  God bless them 

all. We had to consider what we learned or felt or took away from the pilgrimage, and I would 

say it was a varied experience of wonder and surprise as we explored the land where Jesus 

had lived & known very well.  However, I was struck by the similarity between now and the 

time of Jesus.  The ordinary Jewish people were treated very badly by the Roman occupiers 

and by their priestly elite.  Now, in their place, we find the Palestinians being treated as 

second class citizens.  It is sad.  Psalm 122 says,” Pray for Jerusalem”.  When Jesus approached 

Jerusalem, He wept for her.  Let us pray for peace in Jerusalem, which is synonymous with 

Israel 

 
 

God our Father, hear the prayer we offer for the Holy Land where Jesus lived.  We pray for 

peace & harmony between the two nations that share the country of Israel.  May the Spirit of 

Christ, the Prince of Peace draw them together.  We pray for their young people, that through 

them a new understanding of shared nationhood may develop.  We pray also for the leaders 

of Israel & Palestine to work for peace & forgiveness so that an example will be shown to the 

world.  This we ask in the Name of Jesus. Amen.   

 

Rev Steve. 
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FOCUS ON MOUNT ZION 
 

Services are held every Sunday at Mount Zion at 2.30pm.  All are welcome to join.  We ask 

that everyone wears a mask because we do love to sing. 
 

On 26th June at 2.30pm, the Rev. Christopher Gillham will take the service. All other services 

will be led by our minister, Rev Steve Woods. 
 

Sunday Club is held at 11am in the Sunday School Hall, and all primary school children are 

very welcome to attend. 
 

On June 5th at 2.30pm, we will be holding a service of thanksgiving for our Queen’s Platinum 

Jubilee Celebrations.  Afterwards there will be a cream tea served in the hall.  All are invited 

to join us.  We have a mixed choir who will be doing an item and we practise at 11am on 

Wednesday mornings in the church.  Do come and sing with us. 
 

Because of this special service our communion service will be held the following week on June 

12th. 
 

FOCUS ON TABERNACLE 
 

Happy Birthday!  We send greetings in June to Debbie Watts (4th), Ellen Evans (26th) & Meira 

James (29th), and pray for each one of them. 
 

Sunday Door Duty for June:  Mary Ferguson and Roger Price. 
 

Deacons' Meeting - will be held on Monday 6 June a 2.00pm in the vestry. 
 

Weekly/Monthly Collections:  Please note that money and cheques for collections, etc should 

now be given or sent to Sharron Miles, and NOT to Mary Vaughan. 
 

It has been agreed that Collection Envelopes will not be available from now on due to cost.  

Please have a word with Pat Bannister if you have any query with this. 
 

Rev Martin Spain will be welcomed into membership at our Morning Communion Service on 

5 June. 
 

Our Church Anniversary on 26 June will be led by Rev Christopher Gillham. 
 

Advance Notice - Anthony Batterton will lead the morning Communion Service on Sunday 3rd 

July along with Rev Steve Woods.  This will be followed by lunch.  All members of the pastorate 

are welcome to join us. 
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SUMMER BAZAAR  25 June - all details (including list of stallholders) are on the enclosed 

leaflet.  Please give to a friend and encourage families you know 

to come along (special events for children include 

wellywanging!).  Let stallholders know what items you will be 

bringing, or give to them beforehand.  Let this be the best 

Summer Bazaar ever! 

Summer Raffle Tickets are now being distributed.  Please sell 

as many as you can.  Plenty more available from Pat. 

Leaflet Drop - in Crundale advertising the Bazaar.  Leaflets are 

available from Susan for delivery from 18 June. 
 

Short Mat Bowls will resume in September. 
 

Keep Fit - if anyone knows a possible teacher, let Sheila know. 

Open Gardens (for diaries) - Barbara Jones will be our host on Thursday 28 July, from 2-4pm.  

Volunteers are needed for August & September.  Please contact any member of the Fund-

Raising Group if you would like to help. 
 

Forward notice - do you enjoy making your own birthday/Christmas cards?  We are looking 

for volunteers to make some for the Christmas Bazaar in November - and even for the 

Summer Fete next year! 
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FOCUS ON BETHEL 
 
Services for June 2022:  

No services on 5th and 19th June. 

12th  Service at 9.30 am (Communion) 

26th  Service at 9.30 am 

 

 

Congratulations to Jessica Ingles and Matthew 

Ford, who were married at Bethel on 14 May.  The 

service was conducted by Rev Christopher Gillham. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our prayers we remember those who are unwell and especially Marjorie Picton, Babs King, Fred & 

Sheila Lewis and Cheryl Goodridge. 

 

 

 

"JUNE" (contributed by Esme Utting) 

"Far up in the deep blue sky, great white clouds are floating by; 

All the world is dressed in green, many happy birds are seen; 

Roses bright and sunshine clear show that lovely June is here." 

  



8 
 

UNITED EVENTS - ADVANCE NOTICES 
 

Friday 1 July CF Wales Afternoon Meeting at Upper Killay Congregational Church.  All 

welcome.  Hold the date - more news later. 
 

Saturday 2 July     Pilgrimage Party at Albany Church, Haverfordwest at 7.30pm.  The evening 

will also be available via Zoom but it would be wonderful if you could join us in person.  Please 

feel free to invite anyone that you think might be interested in hearing our stories of the 

recent pilgrimage to the Holy Land.  All are very welcome to come along. 
 

 

 

You have to smile!!  A group of tourists in Israel were out in a boat on the Sea of Galilee. The 

boatman went around collecting payment, which one of the passengers thought extortionate and 

told him so. “But these are the waters upon which Jesus walked,” said the boatman.  “That may 

be so”, said the tourist, “but if this is what he had to pay, no wonder he walked!” 
 

 

 

 

 

A Lament for Jerusalem (Rosemary Umbers – Jerusalem, April 2011) 

Jesus, you wept so long ago; You weep still now today. 

Neighbours are torn apart by strife; there’s hate, where once was love. 

Police and guards patrol the walls: Lord, break the barriers down! 

Where once you walked in dusty streets, they have erected shrines! 

And men of faith dispute the place where in the tomb you lay. 

So we will weep, as once you wept, and we will pray for peace. 

So all will come to know you Lord, and love instead of hate! 

 

 

Prayers 
Approaching Pentecost, we give thanks for the gift of the Holy Spirit, Spirit of peace, consolation, 

strength and challenge.  Bring Your Peace to Anne & Noel Evans, Fred & Sheila Lewis, and others 

known to us who are ill, in hospital or awaiting medical treatment.  Pour out Your Spirit of peace on 

the trouble spots of the world, on Ukraine, Syria, Afghanistan, and others.  We pray for refugees, that 

at the end of their journeying they may find peace, security and a welcome, thinking especially of 

those who come to this country.  And we pray for ourselves, that we may follow where the Spirit 

guides and trust in the promises of God's Word.       

 Amen. 
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PENTECOST  -  The coming of the Spirit 
 

 

At Pentecost we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit empowering us to 

live the life God has called us to.  The Spirit works in our lives to live 

boldly in Christ. We light a candle, & enjoy the flickering light, fragrance & 

warmth it creates.  

But without the spark that ignites, there will be no flame. 

Without the wax, the source of power, the wick will not burn. Without the 

flame, there will be no fragrance, no warmth, no light. And so with us, Lord. You are the catalyst that 

ignites us, and the fuel that sustains us. You fill us with your fragrance as you enter our lives. 

You empower us to carry your flame in our hearts, to be the fragrance, warmth, and light of your love, 

in this dark world. 

 
 

 

Your Spirit, 

present from the beginning of beginnings, 

present in the message of the prophets, 

present in provision for your people, 

present in the life and words of Jesus, 

present in the Cross and crucifixion, 

present in the lives of the apostles, 

present in the church that you empower. 

Your Spirit, the presence of God in hearts and lives! 
 

 

 
For the Spirit of Peace, that calms our mind and stills our life, we give you thanks 

For the Spirit of Love, that touches hearts and reaches out, we give you thanks. 

For the Spirit of Joy that lifts our soul and gives us faith, we give you thanks. 

For the Spirit of Power, that gift of grace for this your church, we give you thanks. 

 
 

 

We long to hear the living Word that leaps from voice to heart to hand, 

from Spirit’s breath to prophet’s call, till we together understand: 

God’s gift of hope is ours to give; the time is now, to love and live. 

 

(last verse of a hymn written for the Free Church Choir Festival 21/5/22 by Janet Wootton) 

 

 


